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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR

IMMERSIVE VIDEO ENCODING AND

DECODING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED

APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to a KR provi-
sional application 10-2021-0053225, filed Apr. 23, 2021 and
a KR patent application 10-2022-0014916, filed Feb. 4,
2022, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
for all purposes by this reference.

BACKGROUND

Field

The present invention relates to an immersive video
encoding/decoding method and apparatus and, more particu-
larly, to an image encoding/decoding method and apparatus
that pack a frame by dividing and merging atlas based on at
least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

Description of Related Art

Virtual reality services generate full 360-degree videos (or
omnidirectional videos, 360-degree videos or immersive
videos) in realistic or computer graphics (CG) formats, play
such videos on a personal VR unit like a head mounted
display (HMD) and a smartphone and evolve to maximize
senses of immersion and realism.

Current researches have shown that 6 degrees of freedom
(DoF) need to be reproduced in order to play a natural and
highly immersive full 360-degree video through an HMD.
That is, an image should be played through an HMD so that
it can be viewed by a viewer moving in six directions
including (1) left-and-right translation, (2) up-and-down
rotation, (3) up-and-down translation, and (4) left-and-right
rotation. As of now, an omnidirectional video, which plays
a realistic image obtained by a camera, has 3 DoF and
reproduces images by detecting mainly movements of (2)
vertical rotation and (4) horizontal rotation, so that no image
thus provided can be gazed by a viewer in a horizontal
movement and a vertical movement.

Therefore, for a viewer who has not only a usual rota-
tional movement but also vertical and horizontal move-
ments, in order to reproduce corresponding images and
provide a perfect and natural stereoscopic image, it is
necessary to pack a frame by dividing and merging an atlas,
which is generated in an encoder, based on at least one of a
tile unit and a subpicture unit.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure is directed to provide a method and
apparatus for dividing an atlas based on at least one of a tile
unit and a subpicture unit.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for extracting at least one of a tile and
a subpicture in an atlas.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for merging an atlas based on at least
one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for efficiently allocating quality based
on at least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit within a
merged frame.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for reducing a number of instances of
a decoder.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for generating a merged frame with-
out empty space.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for reproducing a natural full 360-
degree video.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for improving image encoding/decod-
ing efficiency.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
recording medium for storing a bitstream generated by an
image encoding/decoding method or apparatus of the pres-
ent disclosure.

In addition, the present disclosure is directed to provide a
method and apparatus for transmitting a bitstream generated
by an image encoding/decoding method or apparatus of the
present disclosure.

An image encoding method according to the present
disclosure may include: receiving a first atlas for a basic
view of a current image and a second atlas for an additional
view of the current image; dividing the first atlas and the
second atlas in a predetermined image unit; extracting an
image divided in the predetermined image within the first
atlas and the second atlas; determining a merge mode based
on the divided image; and merging the first atlas and the
second atlas in the predetermined image unit based on the
determined merge mode, wherein the dividing of the first
atlas and the second atlas in the predetermined image unit
may non-uniformly divide the first atlas and the second atlas.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, the dividing of the first atlas and the second atlas
in the predetermined image unit may uniformly divide the
first atlas and the second atlas.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, the predetermined image unit may correspond to
at least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, the first atlas may include at least one or more of
a texture atlas and a geometry atlas.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, the second atlas may include at least one or more
of a texture atlas and a geometry atlas.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, allocating high quality to the first atlas in the
predetermined image unit may be included.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, allocating low quality to the second atlas in the
predetermined image unit may be included.

In an image encoding method according to the present
disclosure, the merging of the first atlas and the second atlas
in the predetermined image unit merges the first atlas and the
second atlas so that no empty space exists in a merged
image.

An image decoding method according to the present
disclosure may include: receiving an image, in which a first
atlas for a basic view of a current image and a second atlas
for an additional view of the current image are merged;
extracting an image divided in a predetermined image unit
within the first atlas and the second atlas; dividing the first
atlas and the second atlas in the predetermined image unit;
and reconstructing the image divided in the predetermined
image unit, wherein the dividing of the first atlas and the
second atlas in the predetermined image unit may non-
uniformly divide the first atlas and the second atlas.
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In an image decoding method according to the present

disclosure, the dividing of the first atlas and the second atlas

in the predetermined image unit may uniformly divide the
first atlas and the second atlas.

In an image decoding method according to the present
disclosure, the predetermined image unit may correspond to
at least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

In an image decoding method according to the present
disclosure, the first atlas may include at least one or more of
a texture atlas and a geometry atlas.

In an image decoding method according to the present
disclosure, the second atlas may include at least one or more
of a texture atlas and a geometry atlas.

In an image decoding method according to the present
disclosure, allocating high quality to the first atlas in the
predetermined image unit may be included.

In an image decoding method according to the present
disclosure, allocating low quality to the second atlas in the
predetermined image unit may be included.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method for transmitting a bitstream
generated by an image encoding method or apparatus
according to the present disclosure.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a recording medium storing a bitstream
generated by an image encoding method or apparatus
according to the present disclosure.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a recording medium storing a bitstream
received, decoded and used to reconstruct an image by an
image decoding apparatus according to the present disclo-
sure.

According to the present disclosure, it is possible to
provide a method and apparatus for dividing an atlas based
on at least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for extracting at
least one of a tile and a subpicture in an atlas.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for merging an
atlas based on at least one of a tile unit and a subpicture unit.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for efficiently
allocating quality based on at least one of a tile unit and a
subpicture unit within a merged frame.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for reducing a
number of instances of a decoder.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for generating a
merged frame without empty space.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for reproducing
a natural full 360-degree video.

In addition, according to the present disclosure, it is
possible to provide a method and apparatus for improving
image encoding/decoding efficiency.

Effects obtained in the present disclosure are not limited
to the above-mentioned effects, and other effects not men-
tioned above may be clearly understood by those skilled in
the art from the following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a concept of a multi-view image
in an immersive video according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are views schematically showing

TMIV (Test Model for Immersive Video) encoder and

decoder according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 3 is a view schematically showing an apparatus for
performing frame packing according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a view schematically showing an apparatus for
performing frame packing according to another embodiment
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 shows an example process of dividing, merging
and encoding an atlas based on a tile or a subpicture
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 shows an example process of asymmetrically
allocating quality to and merging a tile or a subpicture in an
atlas according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 8 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to another embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to yet another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to yet another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a view showing reduction of decoding time by
dividing and merging an atlas non-uniformly in a tile or
subpicture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 12 is a view showing reduction of bandwidth by
dividing and merging an atlas non-uniformly in a tile or
subpicture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 13 is a view showing an example of an encoding
process of an immersive video according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 14 is a view showing an example of a decoding
process of an immersive video according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A variety of modifications may be made to the present
disclosure and there are various embodiments of the present
disclosure, examples of which will now be provided with
reference to drawings and described in detail. However, the
present disclosure is not limited thereto, although the exem-
plary embodiments can be construed as including all modi-
fications, equivalents, or substitutes in a technical concept
and a technical scope of the present disclosure. In the
drawings, a similar reference numeral refers to a same or
similar function in various aspects. In the drawings, the
shapes and dimensions of elements may be exaggerated for
clarity. In the following detailed description for exemplary
embodiments, references are made to the accompanying
drawings that show, by way of illustration, specific embodi-
ments. These embodiments are described in sufficient detail
to enable those skilled in the art to implement the embodi-
ments. It should be understood that various embodiments of
the present disclosure, although different, are not necessarily
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mutually exclusive. For example, specific features, struc-
tures, and characteristics described herein, in connection
with one embodiment, may be implemented within other
embodiments without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present disclosure. In addition, it should be understood
that the location or arrangement of individual elements
within each disclosed embodiment may be modified without
departing from the spirit and scope of the embodiment. The
following detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken
in a limiting sense, and the scope of the exemplary embodi-
ments is defined only by the appended claims, appropriately
interpreted, along with the full range of equivalents to what
the claims claim.

Terms used in the present disclosure, ‘first’, ‘second’, etc.
may be used to describe various components, but the com-
ponents are not to be construed as being limited to the terms.
The terms are only used to differentiate one component from
other components. For example, the ‘first’ component may
be named the ‘second’ component without departing from
the scope of the present disclosure, and the ‘second’ com-
ponent may also be similarly named the ‘first’ component.
The term ‘and/or’ includes a combination of a plurality of
relevant items or any one of a plurality of relevant terms.

When an element is simply referred to as being ‘con-
nected to’ or ‘coupled to’ another element in the present
disclosure, it should be understood that the former element
is directly connected to or directly coupled to the latter
element or the former element is connected to or coupled to
the latter element, having yet another element intervening
therebetween. In contrast, it should be understood that when
an element is referred to as being “directly coupled” or
“directly connected” to another element, there are no inter-
vening elements present.

As constitutional parts shown in the embodiments of the
present disclosure are independently shown so as to repre-
sent characteristic functions different from each other, it
does not mean that each constitutional part is a constitutional
unit of separated hardware or software. In other words, each
constitutional part includes each of enumerated constitu-
tional parts for convenience. Thus, at least two constitutional
parts of each constitutional part may be combined to form
one constitutional part or one constitutional part may be
divided into a plurality of constitutional parts to perform
each function. The embodiment where each constitutional
part is combined and the embodiment where one constitu-
tional part is divided are also included in the scope of the
present disclosure, if not departing from the essence of the
present disclosure.

The terms used in the present disclosure are merely used
to describe particular embodiments, while not being
intended to limit the present disclosure. An expression used
in the singular encompasses the one in the plural, unless they
have clearly different meanings from the context. In the
present disclosure, it is to be understood that terms such as
“including”, “having”, etc. are intended to indicate the
existence of the features, numbers, steps, actions, elements,
parts, or combinations thereof disclosed in the specification,
and are not intended to preclude the possibility that one or
more other features, numbers, steps, actions, elements, parts,
or combinations thereof may exist or may be added. In other
words, when a specific configuration is referred to as being
“included”, other configurations than the configuration are
not excluded, but additional elements may be included in the
embodiments of the present disclosure or the technical scope
of the present disclosure.

In addition, some of constituents may not be indispens-
able constituents performing essential functions of the pres-

ent disclosure but be selective constituents improving only

performance thereof. The present disclosure may be imple-

mented by including only the indispensable constitutional

parts for realizing the essence of the present disclosure

except other constituents used merely for improving perfor-

mance A structure including only the indispensable constitu-

ents except the selective constituents used only for improv-

ing performance is also included in the scope of right of the

present disclosure.

Also, in the present disclosure, image and video may be

used interchangeably.

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will

be described in detail with reference to the accompanying

drawings. In describing exemplary embodiments of the

present specification, well-known functions or constructions

will not be described in detail when they might unnecessar-

ily obscure the understanding of the present specification,

same constituent elements in drawings are denoted by same

reference numerals, and a repeated description of the same

elements will be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a view showing a concept of a multi-view image
in an immersive video according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIGS. 1, 01 to 04 may
represent a region of an image in an arbitrary scene, Vk may
represent an image obtained at a camera center position, Xk
may represent a view position (camera position), and Dk
may represent depth information at a camera center position.
In an immersive video, an image may be generated at a
plurality of positions in various directions in order to support
6 degrees of freedom according to a viewer’s movement. An
immersive video may consist of an omnidirectional image
and relevant spatial information (depth information, camera
information). An immersive video may be transmitted to a
terminal side through image compression and a packet
multiplexing process.

An immersive video system may obtain, generate, trans-
mit and reproduce a large immersive video consisting of
multi views. Accordingly, an immersive video system
should effectively store and compress massive image data
and be compatible with an existing immersive video (3DoF).

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are views schematically showing
TMIV (Test Model for Immersive Video) encoder and
decoder according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. Referring to FIG. 2A, an input of a TMIV encoder may
be encoded sequentially through a view optimizer, an atlas
constructor, a video texture encoder and a video depth
encoder. The view optimizer may determine the number of
necessary basic views by considering a directional bias, a
view, a distance, and an overlap of views. Next, a basic view
may be selected by considering a position between views
and an overlap between them. A pruner in the atlas con-
structor may preserve basic views by using a mask and
remove an overlapping portion of additional views. An
aggregator may update a mask used for a video frame in a
chronological order. Next, a patch packer may ultimately
generate an atlas by packing each patch atlas. An atlas of a
basic view may configure same texture and depth informa-
tion as the original. An atlas of an additional view may have
texture and depth information in a block patch form.

Referring to FIG. 2B, a TMIV decoder may reconstruct an
atlas and a basic view for video texture and depth informa-
tion. In addition, a reconstructed output may be ultimately
generated through an atlas patch occupancy map generator
and a renderer. Specifically, a bitstream may be forwarded to
the TMIV decoder. In addition, texture and depth may be
transmitted to the renderer via a texture video decoder and

US 12,347,147 B2

5 6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65



a depth video decoder. The renderer may be configured in
three stages of controller, synthesizer and inpainter.

FIG. 3 is a view schematically showing an apparatus for
performing frame packing according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Frame packing may have a same
meaning as atlas merging. In addition, frame packing may
have a same meaning as bitstream merging. A frame may be
generated by merging an atlas. Geometry may mean depth.
Frame and picture may have a same meaning. The present
disclosure may provide MPEG immersive video (MIV)-
specific tiling, merging and frame packing methods and a
test result to be described. The present disclosure may
provide a pixel domain and compressed domain frame
packing for merging atlas sub-bitstreams into a single bit-
stream. BD-rate may be improved by using the frame
packing method of the present disclosure. In addition, one
HEVC level 6.2 decoder or multiple HEVC level 5.2 decod-
ers may be used depending on hardware. The frame packing
method of the present disclosure may reduce a BD-rate,
thereby improving image quality. In addition, the frame
packing method of the present disclosure may reduce the
number of decoder instances for decoder synchronization. A
coded video substream according to the present disclosure
may forward frame-packed texture, geometry and potential
occupancy data in a pixel domain. The present disclosure
may provide a variety of solutions for texture and geometry
irrespective of pixel domain frame packing.

Referring to FIG. 3, a TMIV encoder 310 may receive a
texture view, a geometry view, and a camera parameter. In
addition, the TMIV encoder 310 may forward atlases to a
frame packer 320. Herein, each atlas may be frame packed
according to a packing method, and location information of
each frame-packed atlas may be recorded in an MIV meta-
data bitstream. Next, each video may be encoded using a
motion-constrained tile set (MCTS) encoder 330, and
another tile or subpicture division method may be applied
according to a packing method. The MCTS encoder 330
may transmit a bitstream to a bitstream extractor 340. Each
tile or subpicture may be extracted from a bitstream and be
transmitted to a bitstream merger 350. When a packing
method requires merge, the bitstream merger 350 may
merge a tile bitstream or a subpicture bitstream in an
compression domain in order to reduce the number of
instances of a decoder. In addition, the bitstream merger 350
may forward a merged bitstream to a video decoder 360.
After decoding in the video decoder 360, a frame unpacker
370 may decompress a frame-packed picture and forward
the decompressed picture to a TMIV decoder 380. The
TMIV decoder 380 may provide a reconstructed image to a
user through a viewport. Herein, in the frame unpacker 370,
a decompression process of an MIV metadata bitstream, on
which location information of each frame-packed atlas is
recorded, may be skipped. In addition, the TMIV decoder
380 may analyze the MIV metadata bitstream and perform
image reconstruction using a picture that is decoded by the
video decoder 360. A frame packing and reconstruction
method of the present disclosure is not limited to the above
embodiment. At least one or more processes of subpicture or
tile division, subpicture or tile extraction, and subpicture or
tile merging may be performed in the frame packer 320, the
MCTS encoder 330, the bitstream extractor 340, or the
bitstream merger 350.

In order to implement the present disclosure, tile or
subpicture division, tile or subpicture extraction, and tile or
subpicture merge may be required. The present disclosure
may provide 4 MIV-specific non-uniform tile division and
merging methods that divide patches of each basic view and

additional views for quality management by using an MCTS
encoder. For tile or subpicture merge, HEVC test model
(HM) and VVC test model (VTM)-based tile or subpicture
merge software may be used in the present disclosure. In
addition, since a current HM does not support individual
quantization parameter allocations according to each tile/
slice, Kvazaar, which is an open source HEVC encoder, may
be used to encode a frame-packed video. However, Kvazaar
may have 2 differences from the HM. First, although the
packing method shows a BD-rate benefit in the HM,
Kvazaar may not always guarantee a same or similar BD-
rate benefit. One of the reasons for the first difference is that
early termination for encoding acceleration may cause such
a difference. Second, HM software cannot extract a tile or a
subpicture from an MCTS bitstream which is generated by
Kvazaar. A reason for the second difference is that, while an
HM tile or subpicture extractor can generate an output tile
bitstream by parsing an extraction information set SEI
message, Kvazaar cannot generate any extraction informa-
tion set SEI message. Accordingly, HM-based tile or sub-
picture extraction software using a slice division address
may be used in the present disclosure. In addition, Kvazaar
may use an efficient and simplified uniform frame packing
and tile or subpicture division method.

FIG. 4 is a view schematically showing an apparatus for
performing frame packing according to another embodiment
of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 4, the apparatus
for performing frame packing may include an encoding
server 400, an MIV encoder 401, a decoder-adaptive sub-
picture (DAS) allocator 402, an image encoder 403, a
quality controller 404, an edge server 410, a bitstream
extractor and merger (BEAMer) 411, a client 420, an image
decoder 421, a DAS handler 422, an MIV decoder 423, and
a head mounted image device 424. The number of respective
components is merely exemplary, and the present disclosure
is not limited thereto. The encoding server 400 may encode
an immersive video, which is obtained from at least one or
more three-dimensional cameras, into a video with desired
quality by applying a division method based on at least one
of subpicture and tile. In addition, the encoding server 400
may apply quality control to the immersive video and
transmit the video to the edge server 410. The MIV encoder
401 may classify the immersive video into a basic view and
an additional view and generate a residual image by remov-
ing spatial redundancy from an additional view image. In
addition, the MIV encoder 401 may generate atlases for the
basic view and the additional view. A residual image may be
extracted in patches and be stored in an atlas, and informa-
tion on each patch may be encoded as metadata and be
stored in an MIV bitstream. An atlas for the basic view and
an atlas for the additional view may consist of 2 textures and
2 downsampled geometries. However, the present disclosure
is not limited thereto.

The DAS allocator 402 may divide an atlas based on at
least one of tile and subpicture. In addition, the DAS
allocator 402 may divide an atlas by considering bitstream
merge and quality control and may forward a divided atlas
to the image encoder 403. The image encoder 403 may
encode an atlas into desired quality according to a division
structure of subpicture or tile. Accordingly, a motion-con-
strained tile set (MCTS) bitstream may be generated which
includes a plurality of tiles or subpictures capable of being
independently extracted and decoded in a single bitstream.
The MCTS bitstream and a bit rate of each subpicture or tile
bitstream may be forwarded to the quality controller 404.
The quality controller 404 may analyze a ratio between a
basic view and an additional view within the MCTS bit-
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stream. In addition, the quality controller 404 may asym-
metrically allocate high quality to a tile or a subpicture with
a high ratio of the basic view and low quality to a tile or a
subpicture with a high ratio of the additional view. The
MCTS bitstream and the MIV bitstream, to which quality is
allocated asymmetrically, may be forwarded to the edge
server 410.

The edge server 410 may extract a tile or subpicture
bitstream from the MCTS bitstream, merge and transmit the
tile or subpicture bitstream according to a profile to the client
420 and also transmit the MIV bitstream to the client 420.
The bitstream extractor and merger (BEAMer) 411 may
merge the MCTS bitstream into one or multiple bitstreams
according to a profile and transmit the one or multiple
bitstreams to the client 420. The BEAMer 411 may adap-
tively merge a bitstream according to a decoder level of the
client 420. In addition, in order to reflect a patch position in
an atlas according to a merged image, patch information of
the MIV bitstream may be modified and transmitted to the
client. However, the present disclosure is not limited to the
above embodiment.

The client 420 may request decoder-adaptive subpicture
or tile bitstreams according to the computing power of the
image decoder 421 to the edge server 410. In addition, the
client 420 may decode merged bitstreams received from the
edge server 410, generate a virtual view image correspond-
ing to a user view and display the virtual view image on the
head mounted image device 424. The image decoder 421
may decode merged bitstreams received from the edge
server 410 and forward the decoded bitstreams to the MIV
decoder 423. The computing power of the image decoder
421 may be calculated into a quantitative value like a level
and be forwarded to the DAS handler 422. The DAS handler
422 may calculate a maximum size of image information to
be decoded by considering the computing power of the
image decoder 421 and may forward the image information
to the edge server 410. The image information may include
a resolution, the number of bits, a frame rate, and codec
information. The MIV decoder 423 may generate a virtual
view image corresponding to a user view by using a decoded
image and an MIV bitstream and may forward the virtual
view image to the head mounted image device 424. The head
mounted image device 424 may forward the virtual view
image to the user by displaying the virtual view image on the
screen. However, the present disclosure is not limited to the
above embodiment. At least one or more processes of
subpicture or tile division, subpicture or tile extraction, and
subpicture or tile merging may be performed in the encoding
server 400, the edge server 410, or the client 420.

FIG. 5 shows an example process of dividing, merging
and encoding an atlas based on a tile or a subpicture
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Referring to FIG. 5, an atlas may be divided into tiles or
subpictures by distinguishing patch regions of a basic view
and an additional view in an immersive video which is
obtained from at least one or more three-dimensional cam-
eras (S510). In addition, a tile or subpicture, which is not a
multiplied size of a coding tree unit (CTU) in an atlas, may
be merged with another tile or subpicture, or pixel padding
may be applied (S520). Accordingly, every tile or subpicture
may be constructed by a multiple of CTU. Exceptionally,
even when the height or width of a tile or subpicture located
on a last row or column is not a multiple of CTU, it may be
extracted, merged and decoded. In addition, a vertical/
horizontal merge mode may be determined (S530). A
merged picture with a size exceeding a value determined by
an image decoder may be impossible to decode. Accord-

ingly, a merge mode may be determined by considering the
width and height of an atlas. When a width of an atlas is
larger than a height, a tile or a subpicture may be merged in
vertical direction. When a height of an atlas is larger than a
width, a tile or a subpicture may be merged in horizontal
direction.

In addition, in order to minimize an empty space in a
merged picture, a tile or a subpicture may be further divided
in vertical or horizontal direction (S540). In addition, a tile
or a subpicture located at the center of an atlas may be
merged with another tile or subpicture (S550). However,
only when a tile or a subpicture located at the center is
smaller than a tile or a subpicture located below, the tile or
the subpicture located at the center may be merged with
another tile or subpicture. This is because, when a tile or a
subpicture located at the center is smaller than a tile or a
subpicture located below, tile or subpicture merge and
decoding may be impossible. In addition, a plurality of tiles
or subpictures may be inserted into another tile or subpicture
in a slice unit (S560). A plurality of small tiles or subpictures
may be arranged and inserted in one tile or subpicture space
either vertically or horizontally. Accordingly, an empty
space within a merged picture may be minimized. In addi-
tion, location information of a merged tile or subpicture may
be recorded as metadata in an MIV bitstream (S570). Since
a patch position in an atlas is changed during merge, patch
position information may also be recorded as metadata in an
MIV bitstream. In addition, the atlas may be encoded based
on a tile or a subpicture (S580). The atlas may be encoded
by reflecting a determined tile or subpicture division struc-
ture and be stored in a bitstream form.

The method of dividing, merging and encoding an atlas
based on a tile or subpicture described with reference to FIG.
5 is merely exemplary, and a method of dividing, merging
and encoding an atlas based on a tile or subpicture according
to the present disclosure is not limited to the example
illustrated in FIG. 5. For example, some of the steps shown
in FIG. 5 may be skipped, and a step other than those shown
in FIG. 5 may be added to any position on the flowchart of
FIG. 5. In addition, some of the steps illustrated in FIG. 5
may be performed with another step simultaneously or may
be switched with another step in order.

FIG. 6 shows an example process of asymmetrically
allocating quality to and merging a tile or a subpicture in an
atlas according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Referring to FIG. 6, an atlas may be encoded with various
qualities based on a tile or a subpicture (S610). An atlas may
be encoded by rates, which represent 5 particular band-
widths, and corresponding quantization parameters. Accord-
ingly, a bitstream may be generated. In addition, each tile or
subpicture bitstream may be extracted from a bitstream in
which the atlas is encoded (S620). In addition, quality may
be allocated according to a ratio of a basic view and an
additional view in a tile or subpicture (S630). When the
basic view has a high ratio, a high quality may be allocated
to a tile or a subpicture. When the additional view has a high
ratio, a low quality may be allocated to a tile or a subpicture.
In addition, a tile or subpicture-based bitstream may be
transmitted to an edge server (S640). In addition, according
to the computing power of a decoder, a tile or subpicture-
based bitstream may be merged (S650). In addition, a
merged bitstream may be transmitted to a client (S660).

The method of asymmetrically allocating quality to a tile
or subpicture in an atlas and of merging, as described with
reference to FIG. 6, is merely exemplary, and a method of
asymmetrically allocating quality to a tile or subpicture in an
atlas according to the present disclosure and of merging is
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not limited to the example illustrated in FIG. 6. For example,
some of the steps shown in FIG. 6 may be skipped, and a
step other than those shown in FIG. 6 may be added to any
position on the flowchart of FIG. 6. In addition, some of the
steps illustrated in FIG. 6 may be performed with another
step simultaneously or may be switched with another step in
order.

FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Pixel domain frame packing may have an effect
of reducing the number of decoder instances. For example,
while 4 HEVC level 5.2 bitstreams are generated from MIV
and MIV view anchors, one HEVC level 6.2 bitstream may
be generated from frame packing. However, frame packing-
based MIV implementation may be difficult in a legacy
system which has no function of decoding a HEVC level 6.2
bitstream. Accordingly, a subdivided packing method
capable of covering the legacy system may be required. As
for the subdivided packing method, there may exist a
method of encoding atlases using tiles or subpictures,
extracting individual tiles or subpictures, and merging tiles
or subpictures into a single bitstream in a compressed
domain. A tile or subpicture division scheme may be
designed by considering the following two requirements.
First, each basic view and each additional view should be
distinguished by tile or subpicture boundaries, and imple-
mentation of selective streaming may be performed accord-
ingly. Second, in order to prevent an empty space from being
generated in a merged bitstream, a tile or a subpicture should
be divided, and no pixel ratio may be wasted accordingly. A
tiling and merging method satisfying the two requirements
may be suitable for an MIV test sequence.

For an MIV test sequence, there may be four MIV-specific
tile or subpicture division and merging methods. As a result
generated by the four methods, a bitstream may be compat-
ible with an HEVC/VVC decoder. In order to prevent an
empty space from being made in a merged bitstream, two
input tiles/slices may be located vertically in a single output
tile. In addition, this may satisfy a tile constraint of HEVC/
VVC. A test for the present disclosure was carried out
according to an MIV common test condition (CTC), but as
the VvenC does not fully support tile and subpicture encod-
ing, an HM and a VTM may be used in encoding and
decoding.

Referring to FIG. 7, a texture atlas A0 710 for a basic
view, a texture atlas A1 720 for an additional view, a
geometry atlas A0 730 for a basic view, and a geometry atlas
A1 740 for an additional view may be forwarded through an
MIV encoder. The texture atlas A0 710 for a basic view and
the texture atlas A1 720 for an additional view may have a
size corresponding to a 4096×2176 pixel unit. In addition,
the geometry atlas A0 730 for a basic view and the geometry
atlas A1 740 for an additional view may have a size
corresponding to a 2048×1088 pixel unit. However, sizes of
atlases are not limited to the above embodiment. The texture
atlas A0 710 for a basic view may be divided and extracted
in subpicture units S0 and S1. The texture atlas A1 720 for
an additional view may also be divided and extracted in
subpicture units S0 and S1. The geometry atlas A0 730 for
a basic view may be divided and extracted in a subpicture
unit S2. The geometry atlas A1 740 for an additional view
may also be divided and extracted in a subpicture unit S2.
When a subpicture in each atlas is not a multiple of a CTU
size, pixel padding may be generated in the atlas. In addi-
tion, in order to prevent an empty space from being gener-
ated, a merging method may be determined in a subpicture

unit. A merging method may be determined by considering
the horizontal and vertical sizes and resolution of an atlas.
There may be a vertical merge mode and a horizontal merge
mode in the merging method. However, apart from the
vertical/horizontal merge modes, there may be a variety of
merge modes. In addition, high quality may be allocated to
the subpictures S0 and S1 in the texture atlas A0 710 for a
basic view and to the subpicture S2 in the geometry atlas A0
730 for a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to the
subpictures S0 and S1 in the texture atlas A1 720 for an
additional view and to the subpicture S2 in the geometry
atlas A1 740 for an additional view. Thus, efficient quality
allocation may be performed.

According to another embodiment, the texture atlas A0
710 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 720 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 730 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 740 for an additional view may
be divided and extracted in a tile unit. In addition, a merging
method may be determined in a tile unit. In addition, high
quality may be allocated to tiles in the texture atlas A0 710
for a basic view and to a tile in the geometry atlas A0 730
for a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to tiles in
the texture atlas A1 720 for an additional view and to a tile
in the geometry atlas A1 740 for an additional view. Thus,
efficient quality allocation may be performed.

According to a determined merge mode, the texture atlas
A0 710 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 720 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 730 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 740 for an additional view may
be merged in a subpicture unit so that a merged frame 750
may be generated. A size of the merged frame 750 may
correspond to a 4096×5440 pixel unit. However, the size of
the merged frame 750 is not limited to the above embodi-
ment. In the merged frame 750, there may be 6 subpictures
and there may be no empty space.

According to another embodiment, according to the deter-
mined merge mode, the texture atlas A0 710 for a basic view,
the texture atlas A1 720 for an additional view, the geometry
atlas A0 730 for a basic view, and the geometry atlas A1 740
for an additional view may be merged in a tile unit so that
the merged frame 750 may be generated. In the merged
frame 750, there may be 6 tiles and there may be no empty
space.

FIG. 8 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to another embodiment of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 8, a texture atlas A0 810 for a
basic view, a texture atlas A1 820 for an additional view, a
geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view, and a geometry atlas
A1 840 for an additional view may be forwarded through an
MIV encoder. The texture atlas A0 810 for a basic view and
the texture atlas A1 820 for an additional view may have a
size corresponding to a 2048×4352 pixel unit. In addition,
the geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view and the geometry
atlas A1 840 for an additional view may have a size
corresponding to a 1024×2176 pixel unit. However, sizes of
atlases are not limited to the above embodiment. The texture
atlas A0 810 for a basic view may be divided and extracted
in subpicture units S0, S1 and S2. The texture atlas A1 820
for an additional view may also be divided and extracted in
subpicture units S0, S1 and S2. The geometry atlas A0 830
for a basic view may be divided and extracted in subpicture
units S3, S4 and S5. The geometry atlas A1 840 for an
additional view may also be divided and extracted in sub-
picture units S3, S4 and S5. When a subpicture in each atlas
is not a multiple of a CTU size, pixel padding may be
generated in the atlas. In addition, in order to prevent an
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empty space from being generated, a merging method may
be determined in a tile unit. A merging method may be
determined by considering the horizontal and vertical sizes
and resolution of an atlas. There may be a vertical merge
mode and a horizontal merge mode in the merging method.
However, apart from the vertical/horizontal merge modes,
there may be a variety of merge modes. In addition, high
quality may be allocated to the subpictures S0, S1 and S2 in
the texture atlas A0 810 for a basic view and to the
subpictures S3, S4 and S5 in the geometry atlas A0 830 for
a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to the
subpictures S0, S1 and S2 in the texture atlas A1 820 for an
additional view and to the subpicture S3, S4 and S5 in the
geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view. Thus, efficient
quality allocation may be performed.

According to another embodiment, the texture atlas A0
810 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 820 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may
be divided and extracted in a tile unit. In addition, a merging
method may be determined in a tile unit. In addition, high
quality may be allocated to tiles in the texture atlas A0 810
for a basic view and to tiles in the geometry atlas A0 830 for
a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to tiles in the
texture atlas A1 820 for an additional view and to tiles in the
geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view. Thus, efficient
quality allocation may be performed.

According to a determined merge mode, the texture atlas
A0 810 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 820 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may
be merged in a subpicture unit so that a merged frame 850
may be generated. A size of the merged frame 850 may
correspond to a 5120×4352 pixel unit. However, the size of
the merged frame 850 is not limited to the above embodi-
ment. In the merged frame, there may be 9 subpictures and
there may be no empty space. In the merged frame 850, a
boundary between the subpicture S3 and the subpicture S4
in the geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view may corre-
spond to a slice boundary in a subpicture. Also, in the
merged frame 850, the subpicture S3 and the subpicture S4
in the geometry atlas A0 830 for a basic view may corre-
spond to a single subpicture. In the merged frame 850, a
boundary between the subpicture S3 and the subpicture S4
in the geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may
correspond to a slice boundary in a subpicture. Also, in the
merged frame 850, the subpicture S3 and the subpicture S4
in the geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may
correspond to a single subpicture. In the merged frame 850,
a boundary between the subpicture S5 in the geometry atlas
A0 830 for a basic view and the subpicture S5 in the
geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may corre-
spond to a slice boundary in a subpicture. Also, in the
merged frame 850, the subpicture S5 in the geometry atlas
A0 830 for a basic view and the subpicture S5 in the
geometry atlas A1 840 for an additional view may corre-
spond to a single subpicture.

According to another embodiment, according to a deter-
mined merge mode, the texture atlas A0 810 for a basic view,
the texture atlas A1 820 for an additional view, the geometry
atlas A0 830 for a basic view, and the geometry atlas A1 840
for an additional view may be merged in a tile unit so that
the merged frame 850 may be generated. In the merged
frame 850, there may be 9 tiles and there may be no empty
space.

FIG. 9 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-

picture unit according to yet another embodiment of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 9, a texture atlas A0
910 for a basic view, a texture atlas A1 920 for an additional
view, a geometry atlas A0 930 for a basic view, and a
geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional view may be
forwarded through an MIV encoder. The texture atlas A0
910 for a basic view and the texture atlas A1 920 for an
additional view may have a size corresponding to a 2048×
4352 pixel unit. In addition, the geometry atlas A0 930 for
a basic view and the geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional
view may have a size corresponding to a 1024×2176 pixel
unit. However, sizes of atlases are not limited to the above
embodiment. The texture atlas A0 910 for a basic view may
be divided and extracted in subpicture units S0 and S1. The
texture atlas A1 920 for an additional view may also be
divided and extracted in subpicture units S0 and S1. Herein,
the texture atlas A0 910 for a basic view and the texture atlas
A1 920 for an additional view may be uniformly divided,
and the subpictures S0 and S1 in the texture atlas A0 930 for
a basic view and the texture atlas A1 920 for an additional
view may have a same size. The geometry atlas A0 930 for
a basic view may be divided and extracted in a subpicture
unit S2. The geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional view
may also be divided and extracted in a subpicture unit S2. In
addition, in order to prevent an empty space from being
generated, a merging method may be determined in a
subpicture unit. A merging method may be determined by
considering the horizontal and vertical sizes and resolution
of an atlas. There may be a vertical merge mode and a
horizontal merge mode in the merging method. However,
apart from the vertical/horizontal merge modes, there may
be a variety of merge modes. When a subpicture in each atlas
is not a multiple of a CTU size, pixel padding may be
generated in the atlas.

In addition, high quality may be allocated to the subpic-
tures S0 and S1 in the texture atlas A0 910 for a basic view
and to the subpicture S2 in the geometry atlas A0 930 for a
basic view, and low quality may be allocated to the subpic-
tures S0 and S1 in the texture atlas A1 920 for an additional
view and to the subpicture S2 in the geometry atlas A1 940
for an additional view. Thus, efficient quality allocation may
be performed.

According to another embodiment, the texture atlas A0
910 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 920 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 930 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional view may
be divided and extracted in a tile unit. In addition, a merging
method may be determined in a tile unit. In addition, high
quality may be allocated to tiles in the texture atlas A0 910
for a basic view and to a tile in the geometry atlas A0 930
for a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to tiles in
the texture atlas A1 920 for an additional view and to a tile
in the geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional view. Thus,
efficient quality allocation may be performed.

According to a determined merge mode, the texture atlas
A0 910 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 920 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 930 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 940 for an additional view may
be merged so that a merged frame 950 may be generated. A
size of the merged frame 950 may correspond to a 5120×
4352 pixel unit. The size of the merged frame is not limited
to the above embodiment. The merged frame 950 may be
composed of 6 subpictures.

According to another embodiment, according to a deter-
mined merge mode, the texture atlas A0 910 for a basic view,
the texture atlas A1 920 for an additional view, the geometry
atlas A0 930 for a basic view, and the geometry atlas A1 940
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for an additional view may be merged in a tile unit so that
the merged frame 950 may be generated. In the merged
frame 950, there may be 6 tiles and there may be no empty
space.

FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of packing a frame
by dividing and merging non-uniformly an atlas in a sub-
picture unit according to yet another embodiment of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 10, a texture atlas A0
1010 for a basic view, a texture atlas A1 1020 for an
additional view, a geometry atlas A0 1030 for a basic view,
and a geometry atlas A1 1040 for an additional view may be
forwarded through an MIV encoder. The texture atlas A0
1010 for a basic view and the texture atlas A1 1020 for an
additional view may have a size corresponding to a 1920×
4640 pixel unit. In addition, the geometry atlas A0 1030 for
a basic view and the geometry atlas A1 1040 for an addi-
tional view may have a size corresponding to a 960×2320
pixel unit. However, sizes of atlases are not limited to the
above embodiment. The texture atlas A0 1010 for a basic
view and the texture atlas A1 1020 for an additional view
may be frame packed. In addition A texture atlas A0 1050 for
a basic view may be divided and extracted in subpicture
units S0, S1 and S2. A texture atlas A1 1060 for an additional
view may also be divided and extracted in subpicture units
S0, S1 and S2. A geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view
may be divided and extracted in subpicture units S3 and S4.
The geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view may also
be divided and extracted in subpicture units S3 and S4.
When a subpicture in each atlas is not a multiple of a CTU
size, pixel padding may be generated in the atlas. Pixel
padding may be generated in the subpicture S2 in the texture
atlas A0 1050 for a basic view and the texture atlas A1 1060
for an additional view. Accordingly, the texture atlas A0
1050 for a basic view and the texture atlas A1 1060 for an
additional view may have a size corresponding to a 1920×
4864 pixel unit. Pixel padding may be generated in the
subpicture S4 in the geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view
and the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view.
Accordingly, the geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view
and the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view may
have a size corresponding to a 960×2432 pixel unit.

In addition, in order to prevent an empty space from being
generated, a merging method may be determined in a
subpicture unit. A merging method may be determined by
considering the horizontal and vertical sizes and resolution
of an atlas. There may be a vertical merge mode and a
horizontal merge mode in the merging method. However,
apart from the vertical/horizontal merge modes, there may
be a variety of merge modes. In addition, high quality may
be allocated to the subpictures S0, S1 and S2 in the texture
atlas A0 1050 for a basic view and to the subpictures S3 and
S4 in the geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view, and low
quality may be allocated to the subpictures S0, S1 and S2 in
the texture atlas A1 1060 for an additional view and to the
subpicture S3 and S4 in the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an
additional view. Thus, efficient quality allocation may be
performed.

According to another embodiment, the texture atlas A0
1050 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 1060 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view may
be divided and extracted in a tile unit. In addition, a merging
method may be determined in a tile unit. In addition, high
quality may be allocated to tiles in the texture atlas A0 1050
for a basic view and to tiles in the geometry atlas A0 1070
for a basic view, and low quality may be allocated to tiles in
the texture atlas A1 1060 for an additional view and to tiles

in the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view. Thus,
efficient quality allocation may be performed.

According to a determined merge mode, the texture atlas
A0 1050 for a basic view, the texture atlas A1 1060 for an
additional view, the geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view,
and the geometry atlas A1 1080 for an additional view may
be merged so that a merged frame 1090 may be generated.
A size of the merged frame 1090 may correspond to a
4800×4864 pixel unit. The size of the merged frame is not
limited to the above embodiment. The merged frame 1090
may be composed of 9 subpictures.

According to another embodiment, according to a deter-
mined merge mode, the texture atlas A0 1050 for a basic
view, the texture atlas A1 1060 for an additional view, the
geometry atlas A0 1070 for a basic view, and the geometry
atlas A1 1080 for an additional view may be merged in a tile
unit so that the merged frame 1090 may be generated. In the
merged frame 1090, there may be 9 tiles and there may be
no empty space.

FIG. 11 is a view showing reduction of decoding time by
dividing and merging an atlas non-uniformly in a tile or
subpicture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 11, FIG. 11 may show a test
result of a method for MIV non-uniform tiling, packing and
quality control as compared with MIV anchors. In compari-
son with MIV anchors, an MIV non-uniform tiling and
packing method may show a reduction of BD-rate. Also, in
comparison with MIV anchors, an MIV non-uniform tiling
and packing method may show a reduction of decoding time.
DATRA (Decoder-Adaptive Tiling and Rate Allocation)+
AVLQ (Additional View Low Quality) may show a result
obtained by applying asymmetric quality allocation to a
basic view and an additional view of the present disclosure.
It may be confirmed that DALTRA+AVLQ reduces decod-
ing time as compared with the anchors m54274 and m56827
and DATRA, to which non-uniform tiling and packing and
asymmetric quality allocation are not applied. An anchor
needs 4 decoders, while the method according to the present
disclosure may require only one decoder. The method
according to the present disclosure may merge a tile or a
subpicture and generate 2, 3, or 4 bitstreams according to the
capacity of a client.

FIG. 12 is a view showing reduction of bandwidth by
dividing and merging an atlas non-uniformly in a tile or
subpicture unit according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Referring to FIG. 12, FIG. 12 may show a test
result of a method for MIV non-uniform tiling, packing and
quality control as compared with MIV anchors. In compari-
son with MIV anchors, an MIV non-uniform tiling and
packing method may show a reduction of bandwidth. It may
be confirmed that DALTRA+AVLQ reduces bandwidth as
compared with the anchors m54274 and m56827 and
DATRA, to which non-uniform tiling and packing and
asymmetric quality allocation are not applied.

FIG. 13 is a view showing an example of an encoding
process of an immersive video according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 13, a first atlas
for a basic view of a current image and a second atlas for an
additional view of the current image may be received
(S1310). In addition, the first atlas and the second atlas may
be divided in a predetermined image unit (S1320). The first
atlas and the second atlas may be uniformly divided in a
predetermined image unit. In addition, the first atlas and the
second atlas may be non-uniformly divided in a predeter-
mined image unit. The predetermined image unit may
include at least one or more of a tile unit and a subpicture
unit. High quality may be allocated to the first atlas in the
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predetermined image unit. Low quality may be allocated to
the second atlas in the predetermined image unit. In addi-
tion, an image divided in the predetermined image unit
within the first atlas and the second atlas may be extracted
(S1330). The first atlas and the second atlas may include at
least one or more of a texture atlas and a geometry atlas. In
addition, based on a divided image, a merge mode may be
determined (S1340). A vertical merge mode and a horizontal
mode may be included in a merge mode. In addition, based
on a merge mode thus determined, the first atlas and the
second atlas may be merged in a predetermined image unit
(S1350). As the first atlas and the second atlas are merged,
a frame with no empty space present in it may be generated.

FIG. 14 is a view showing an example of a decoding
process of an immersive video according to an embodiment
of the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 14, an image, in
which a first atlas for a basic view of a current image and a
second atlas for an additional view of the current image are
merged, may be received (S1410). The first atlas and the
second atlas may include at least one or more of a texture
atlas and a geometry atlas. In addition, an image divided in
the predetermined image unit within the first atlas and the
second atlas may be extracted (S1420). The predetermined
image unit may include at least one of a tile unit and a
subpicture unit. High quality may be allocated to the first
atlas in the predetermined image unit. Low quality may be
allocated to the second atlas in the predetermined image
unit. In addition, the first atlas and the second atlas may be
divided in a predetermined image unit (S1430). The first
atlas and the second atlas may be uniformly divided in a
predetermined image unit. In addition, the first atlas and the
second atlas may be non-uniformly divided in a predeter-
mined image unit. In addition, an image divided in the
predetermined image unit may be reconstructed (S1440).

In the above-described embodiments, the methods are
described based on the flowcharts with a series of steps or
units, but the present disclosure is not limited to the order of
the steps, and rather, some steps may be performed simul-
taneously or in different order with other steps. In addition,
it should be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
that the steps in the flowcharts do not exclude each other and
that other steps may be added to the flowcharts or some of
the steps may be deleted from the flowcharts without influ-
encing the scope of the present disclosure.

The above-described embodiments include various
aspects of examples. All possible combinations for various
aspects cannot be described, but those skilled in the art will
be able to recognize different combinations. Accordingly,
the present disclosure may include all replacements, modi-
fications, and changes within the scope of the claims.

The embodiments of the present disclosure may be imple-
mented in a form of program instructions, which are execut-
able by various computer components, and recorded in a
computer-readable recording medium. The computer-read-
able recording medium may include stand-alone or a com-
bination of program instructions, data files, data structures,
etc. The program instructions recorded in the computer-
readable recording medium may be specially designed and
constructed for the present disclosure, or well-known to a
person of ordinary skilled in computer software technology
field. Examples of the computer-readable recording medium
include magnetic recording media such as hard disks, floppy
disks, and magnetic tapes; optical data storage media such as
CD-ROMs or DVD-ROMs; magneto-optimum media such
as floptical disks; and hardware devices, such as read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM), flash
memory, etc., which are particularly structured to store and

implement the program instruction. Examples of the pro-
gram instructions include not only a mechanical language
code formatted by a compiler but also a high-level language
code that may be implemented by a computer using an
interpreter. The hardware devices may be configured to be
operated by one or more software modules or vice versa to
conduct the processes according to the present disclosure.

Although the present disclosure has been described in
terms of specific items such as detailed elements as well as
the limited embodiments and the drawings, they are only
provided to help more general understanding of the disclo-
sure, and the present disclosure is not limited to the above
embodiments. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the
art to which the present disclosure pertains that various
modifications and changes may be made from the above
description.

Therefore, the spirit of the present disclosure shall not be
limited to the above-described embodiments, and the entire
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents will fall
within the scope and spirit of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for encoding an image, the method compris-

ing:
receiving a first atlas for a basic view of a current image

and a second atlas for an additional view of the current
image;

dividing the first atlas and the second atlas in a predeter-
mined image unit;

extracting a divided image divided in the predetermined
image unit;

determining a merge mode based on the divided image;
and

merging the first atlas and the second atlas in the prede-
termined image unit based on the determined merge
mode,

wherein the dividing of the first atlas and the second atlas
in the predetermined image unit non-uniformly divides
the first atlas and the second atlas.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the dividing of the first
atlas and the second atlas in the predetermined image unit
uniformly divides the first atlas and the second atlas.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermined
image unit corresponds to at least one of a tile unit and a
subpicture unit.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first atlas comprises
at least one or more of a texture atlas and a geometry atlas.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the second atlas
comprises at least one or more of a texture atlas and a
geometry atlas.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising allocating
high quality to the first atlas in the predetermined image unit.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising allocating
low quality to the second atlas in the predetermined image
unit.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the merging of the first
atlas and the second atlas in the predetermined image unit
merges the first atlas and the second atlas so that no empty
space exists in a merged image.

9. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing instructions for an image encoding method for
generating a bitstream,

wherein the image encoding method comprises:
receiving a first atlas for a basic view of a current image

and a second atlas for an additional view of the current
image;

dividing the first atlas and the second atlas in a predeter-
mined image unit;
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extracting a divided image divided in the predetermined
image unit;

determining a merge mode based on the divided image;
and

merging the first atlas and the second atlas in the prede-
termined image unit based on the determined merge
mode, and

wherein the dividing of the first atlas and the second atlas
in the predetermined image unit non-uniformly divides
the first atlas and the second atlas.

10. A method for transmitting a bitstream generated by an
image encoding method,

wherein the image encoding method comprises:
receiving a first atlas for a basic view of a current image

and a second atlas for an additional view of the current
image;

dividing the first atlas and the second atlas in a predeter-
mined image unit;

extracting a divided image divided in the predetermined
image unit;

determining a merge mode based on the divided image;
and

merging the first atlas and the second atlas in the prede-
termined image unit based on the determined merge
mode,

and wherein the dividing of the first atlas and the second
atlas in the predetermined image unit non-uniformly
divides the first atlas and the second atlas.

∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
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